
Juvenile Dependency Flow Chart 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISPOSITION HEARING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Social Worker Investigation; 
Child may be taken into protective custody 

DEPENDENCY PETITION FILED  
(if child is in custody, the Petition must 

be filed within 48 hours) 

JURISDICTIONAL HEARING 
(if child is in custody, Hearing must occur within 15 days 

of the Detention Hearing  otherwise, within 30 days) 

 INITIAL HEARING 
(if child is in custody, occurs within 

24 hours of  filing petition 

Released

DISPOSITION HEARING 
 (if child is in custody, hearing must occur  within 10 days of 

the Jurisdictional Hearing otherwise, within 30 days) 

6 MONTH REVIEW HEARING

12 MONTH PERMANENCY 
PLANNING HEARING 

REVIEW HEARINGS  

Detained

Welfare & Institutions Code 366.26  
Selection and Implementation Hearing 

INFORMAL 
SUPERVISION (IS) 

(Court may dismiss in 
favor of I.S. at any 

time) 

Parental Rights Terminated and 
Referred for Adoption 

Child Returns or 
Remains Home 

Dependency Dismissed 

Legal Guardianship Established Long Term Foster Care 

PETITION DISMISSED 

18 Month 
Permanency 


